What Makes a Good Educational Website?  

A checklist for students, mentors and tutors



1.  Description

	Name of Website
	

	URI 
	

	Target Audience
	

	Brief Description
	


2. Authority 

	Is the source of the website reputable and authoritative?  
	(

	If the website is commercial (a ‘.com’ or a ‘.co’) is it clear what the interests of the publishers are and are claims substantiated and unbiased?
	(

	Are individual authors (of articles or pages) identified?  Do these individuals have expert status?
	(

	Is there a link to the author or publisher so that feedback can be provided, such as an email address or a feedback form?
	(


3. Content: Accuracy, Relevance and Currency

	Is the information accurate and error-free?  
	(

	Is there evidence of quality assurance or editorial control? (remember that many websites have no editor or copy-editor)
	(

	Are citations and references to other sources of information provided?
	(

	Does the content of the website match your curricular objectives?
	(

	Is technical language used appropriately and in a way consistent with your own teaching or with school schemes of work?
	(

	Does use of the website present learning opportunities which would not otherwise be available to learners?
	(

	Is publication information such as a ‘last updated’ date provided?  Does this seem to be accurate?  Is the website sufficiently current to have educational value?
	(


4.  Accessibility

	Do you need to download any special software (e.g. Flash, Shockwave, Quicktime or RealMedia) in order to use all or part of the site?
	(

	Does the website work equally well in all web browsers and on different computers?  Avoid those displaying ‘best viewed with’ badges!
	(

	Will the website run ‘offline’ or do you have to be connected to the internet in order to use it?  Does the website require a specific kind or speed of connection?
	(

	Does the website have clear and consistent navigation?  Be particularly careful when assessing ‘frame-based’ websites.
	(

	Is the site accessible to learners with sensory impairments?  Check that images have labels, that ‘hyperlinks’ are clearly displayed and that you can increase the size of text on the page.  (see http://www.w3.org/WAI for further details)
	(



























