School ICT Audit

A checklist for Primary ITE Trainees



While you are on school experience, your primary concerns may well be with developing your own ICT skills and your classroom practice.  There are broader issues of ICT policy and practice which you should also consider; this audit document serves as an introduction to some of these issues.  You might be able to answer some of the questions here on the basis of your everyday experience; in other cases, you may need to consult school policy documents, mentors, or the schools ICT coordinator and SENCO.



ICT Deployment and Networking

How are computers 'deployed' within the school?  In Classrooms?  In ‘Clusters’? Or in an ICT Suite? What are the implications of this?

How is access to computers managed?  Do classes have a timetabled slot in an ICT Suite each week?  What are the implications of this?

Is there a network; and if so, is it managed 'in-house'; by a contractor; by the LEA; or as a 'managed service' by a company such as RM? 

If there is a network, is it used for: 

	pupil access to shared software and resources such as CD-Roms? 
	(

	pupil access to the internet? 
	(

	teacher access to the internet? 
	(

	storage of personal files? 
	(

	internal communication within the school? 
	(

	hosting a school website?
	(


Do children have to ‘log in’ to the network to gain access to shared and personal resources?  Who manages usernames and passwords?

Do staff have email addresses at the school?  Are these used for communication within the school?

Do children have email addresses?  If so, is there filtering of content and ‘junk mail’?  Who manages this?

Software Choices 

What software is available?  Who chooses it? Is a complete ‘turnkey’ solution (with preinstalled software on computers) such as RM Window Box used?  Or is there a bundle of software provided by an LEA?  Or has the school developed its own software bundle?

Accessibility and Inclusion

It is possible (sometimes at extra cost) to adapt computers for to make them more appropriate for use by children - particularly younger children. Which of the following can you find? 

	Concept keyboards 
	(

	Lower-case keyboards 
	(

	Trackballs or joysticks for learners with poor motor control
	(

	Left-handed mice 
	(

	Fonts like 'Jotter' and 'Sassoon' 
	(

	Support for children with visual impairment?
	(

	Support for children with hearing impairment?
	(
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